
AP chem exam score distribution;  source   

 
Score 2013 2014 2016 2018 2021 2023 2024 
5 18.2 % 10.1 % 9.7 % 12.6 % 11 % 15 % 17 % 
4 21.3 16.6 15.1 17.3 16 27  27 
3 19 25.7 27.5 25 24 33 31 
2 15.1 25.8 25.3 24.1 25 17  17 
1 26.4 21.8 22.8 21 24 8 7 
        
≥ 3 58.5 52.4 52.3 54.8 51 75 75 

 

FYI 

2014 is the first year of the redesigned AP chem course;  there’s 4 MC choices, 60 MC questions, & no guessing 
penalty; 7 FR; 3 h test. 

2015  change from 2014 in regards to test duration of 3 hours to 3 hours & 15 minutes  

2020 = online test due to covid 

Opinions regarding recent change in “pass rate” 

The College Board’s New Method for Raising AP Scores 
 
2024 AP Chemistry:   Released FRQ Reflections 
 
Trevor Packer’s spin 

 
 
ap chem cut off score  ---   accuracy ?   

 
AP score 2012 2014 2017 2019 2022 2024 
5 73 – 100 % 72 – 100 % 79 – 100 % 82 – 100 % 78 – 100 % 80 – 100 % 
4 61 – 72 58 - 71 64 – 78 70 – 81 65 – 77 60 – 79 
3 49 – 71 42 – 57 44 – 63 52 – 69 47 – 64 38 – 59 
2 39 – 48 27 – 41 28 – 43 37 – 51 31 - 46 22 – 37 
1 < 39 < 27 < 27  < 36 < 31 < 21 

 

2012 – 2019 source;  basis is college board document; e.g. 
 

https://www.totalregistration.net/AP-Exam-Registration-Service/AP-Exam-Score-Distributions.php?year=2013
https://marcolearning.com/the-college-boards-new-method-for-raising-ap-scores/
https://adriandingleschemistrypages.com/2024-ap-chemistry-exam/2024-ap-chemistry-released-frq-reflections/
https://adriandingleschemistrypages.com/ap/time-for-a-shower-trevor-packers-spin/
https://m.shsbnu.net/pluginfile.php/38741/mod_resource/content/1/


 
p. 121; for 2019 test 

 
 

post 2019:  source = Gene Lynn, ap chem teacher on ap chem FB website; basis is an analysis of student test 
score and corresponding ap score; e.g.  2023 ; alternative analysis 

 

https://m.shsbnu.net/pluginfile.php/38737/mod_resource/content/1/%5B2019-Official-AP%20Practice%20Exam%5D%20%28With%20Answers%29.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ykscmSGLOnkFL0pDfNS8TGP3W5QhCyhg-mWHqtce19Y/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m5gIt32t2WUhNUGYZCLcA-umdoE7heWbt0R6kUTHg4Y/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://chem-is-try.us/class/ap/supplement/cut%20score.xlsx

